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Abstract: This paper explores entrepreneurial perspectives and their contribution to the sustainable 

development of the Danube region, with a particular focus on the economic, social, and environmental 

dimensions of entrepreneurship within this strategic European area. Previous studies identify 

entrepreneurship as a key driver of regional development and sustainability; however, research 

specifically focused on the Danube region remains fragmented. Existing literature often addresses 

economic growth and environmental sustainability separately, which highlights the need for integrated 

conceptual analyses adapted to the Danubian context. The study adopts a qualitative and conceptual 

research approach based on a critical review of academic literature, policy documents, and strategic 

frameworks related to entrepreneurship and sustainable development in the Danube region. The 

analysis integrates insights from regional development theories and sustainability-oriented 

entrepreneurship. The findings emphasize the role of entrepreneurial perspectives in supporting 

sustainable regional development, environmental protection, and social cohesion in the Danube region. 

The paper highlights how sustainability-driven entrepreneurship can align economic objectives with 

long-term ecological and social goals. By proposing a comprehensive conceptual framework, this study 

contributes to Danubian studies by deepening the understanding of how entrepreneurial perspectives 

influence sustainable development. It also provides relevant insights for policymakers, regional 

development authorities, and entrepreneurs engaged in shaping sustainable regional strategies. 

Keywords: Danube Region; sustainable development; entrepreneurship; regional development; 

environmental impact 

JEL Classification: O13; Q56; M13; R11; L26 

                                                           
1 PhD, Business Administration, Faculty of Economic Sciences, University of Oradea, Romania, 

Address: Oradea, Corresponding author: stoiconi_claudia@yahoo.com. 

 
  

  
Copyright: © 2026 by the authors.  

Open access publication under the terms and conditions of the 

Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial (CC BY NC) license  

(https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/) 

 

 
 

The Impact of Entrepreneurial Perspectives 

on Sustainable Development in the Danube 

Region 

 



ISSN: 2284 – 5224                            Journal of Danubian Studies and Research 

 70 

1. Introduction 

The Danube region represents a complex economic and environmental system, 

characterized by diverse entrepreneurial activities and significant sustainability 

challenges. Entrepreneurship plays a crucial role in shaping regional development, 

influencing economic performance, environmental outcomes, and social well-being. 

 

1.1. The Danube Region as a Strategic Socio-Economic Area 

The Danube region stands out as a transnational macro-region of strategic socio-

economic importance in Europe due to its extensive geographical reach and diverse 

economic composition. The basin encompasses multiple countries with a combined 

population of over 110 million inhabitants and serves as a critical corridor for trade, 

transport, and cultural exchange across Central, Eastern, and Southeastern Europe 

(Zavarská, 2024, pp. 5-29). 

Economically, the region is characterized by a combination of advanced industries 

and emerging markets that contribute to its overall resilience and development 

potential. Hagiu, Bărbulescu, and Bâldan (2024) emphasize that the evolution of 

trade in the Danube region reflects both global disruptions, such as the COVID-19 

pandemic and geopolitical tensions, and the adaptive responses of regional 

economies, indicating a dynamic interplay between external pressures and internal 

economic structures. 

The transnational character of the region is reinforced by cooperative frameworks 

aimed at addressing shared challenges and fostering cohesion. Policies and strategies 

oriented toward regional integration, including those embedded in the macro-

regional approach of the EU Strategy for the Danube Region, provide mechanisms 

for aligning infrastructure development, innovation, and sustainability objectives 

across national borders (Marchis, 2021, pp. 161-173). 

Social and economic disparities also shape the region’s development landscape. 

Some areas exhibit robust industrial output and high labour productivity, while 

others struggle with structural limitations such as unemployment and inadequate 

infrastructure. Ciocnitu Stoiconi (2024) argues that addressing these disparities 

requires not only coherent policy coordination but also innovation and sustainable 

growth practices capable of bridging socio-economic gaps and stimulating inclusive 

development pathways. 
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The region’s potential for sustainable development is further highlighted by the 

integration of innovative approaches that balance economic growth with 

environmental stewardship. Sustainable tourism, digital transformation, and 

partnerships within the creative industries have been identified as drivers of socio-

economic advancement that align with broader goals of environmental protection 

and regional cohesion. 

Overall, the Danube region’s strategic socio-economic importance is rooted in its 

multifaceted economic structure, transnational cooperation mechanisms, and 

evolving policy frameworks, all of which support sustainable and inclusive 

development across national boundaries. 

The originality of this study lies in its effort to conceptually connect three strands of 

literature that are often treated separately: entrepreneurial ecosystems, sustainability-

oriented entrepreneurship, and macro-regional development. While previous studies 

have examined these themes individually, fewer contributions have integrated them 

into a unified framework capable of explaining sustainable development processes 

in the Danube region. 

The Danube region requires a distinct analytical perspective because it is not simply 

a geographical area, but a complex macro-regional system shaped by cross-border 

economic interactions, environmental interdependencies, and significant socio-

economic asymmetries. For this reason, general approaches to entrepreneurship and 

sustainability do not fully capture the specific development dynamics of the region. 

By focusing explicitly on the Danube context, this paper advances the literature in 

two ways. First, it identifies the conceptual links between entrepreneurial activity 

and sustainable regional development in a transnational setting. Second, it proposes 

a region-specific framework that explains how entrepreneurship can act as a catalyst 

for innovation, resource efficiency, territorial cohesion, and long-term sustainability. 

 

1.2. Entrepreneurial Perspectives and Regional Dynamics 

Entrepreneurial perspectives represent a key factor in shaping regional dynamics, 

influencing both economic competitiveness and innovation processes. In the 

academic literature, the concept of the entrepreneurial ecosystem is increasingly used 

to describe the set of actors, resources, and interactions that support business 

initiatives and innovation within a territory (Leal, Leal, & Silva, 2025, pp. 1-48). 

According to these authors, entrepreneurial ecosystems operate as complex 
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environments in which entrepreneurs interact with institutions, knowledge networks, 

and infrastructures that enhance regional competitiveness through knowledge 

transfer and access to new markets. 

Another important aspect of entrepreneurial perspectives is their role in generating 

and disseminating innovation within regions. Autio (2025) argues that 

entrepreneurship not only leads to the creation of new firms but also contributes 

significantly to innovation dynamics, as start-ups often introduce new technologies, 

business models, and organizational practices, thereby creating competitive 

advantages for the territory. This view is reinforced by the literature on 

entrepreneurial ecosystems, which shows that regions with stronger entrepreneurial 

ecosystems tend to exhibit higher innovation rates and greater adaptability to global 

economic change. 

Entrepreneurial perspectives are also closely linked to human capital and knowledge 

management. Leal, Leal, and Silva (2025) emphasize that the integration of 

knowledge management practices into entrepreneurial ecosystems enables local 

actors, such as SMEs, universities, and research centres, to make more effective use 

of information and technological innovation, thereby supporting regional 

competitiveness. This process includes the development of collaborative networks 

and the exchange of expertise between firms and academic institutions, both of 

which can strengthen the innovative capacity of the region. 

Moreover, entrepreneurial perspectives shape regional competitive dynamics 

through the way resources are mobilized and utilized. Contemporary studies 

underline that entrepreneurs play an active role in stimulating local competition and 

triggering structural changes in the economy by adapting quickly to market demands 

and introducing innovative products or services (Davari et al., 2022). This effect 

extends beyond individual firms, as increased entrepreneurial activity attracts 

investment, creates jobs, and improves the overall performance of the regional 

economy. 

Another relevant theoretical perspective concerns the relationship between 

entrepreneurial ecosystems and the mobility of knowledge-intensive entrepreneurs, 

which influences regional innovation dynamics and competitiveness. Spinazzola et 

al. (2025) argue that the mobility of highly skilled entrepreneurs facilitates 

knowledge flows between regions, strengthens inter-ecosystem linkages, and creates 

transnational innovation networks. This suggests that entrepreneurial perspectives 

are not confined to the local scale but are also shaped by global flows of talent and 
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expertise, which can significantly enhance regional competitiveness in 

interconnected economies. 

Therefore, entrepreneurial perspectives, in connection with entrepreneurial 

ecosystems, knowledge management, and competitive dynamics, constitute a 

determining factor in regional development. They not only stimulate innovation but 

also create a flexible and competitive environment capable of responding to 

contemporary economic challenges and fostering sustainable regional growth. 

 

1.3. Sustainability Challenges in the Danube Region 

The Danube region faces a complex set of sustainability challenges arising from 

environmental pressures, resource management issues, and socio-economic 

inequalities. One of the main environmental concerns is the degradation of water 

quality and ecosystem health, driven by pollution, land-use change, and the 

cumulative effects of human activities (Artuso et al., 2025, pp EGU25-5915). These 

pressures threaten not only biodiversity but also the provision of essential ecosystem 

services on which millions of inhabitants of the Danube basin depend. 

Climate change further intensifies these environmental pressures. Hydrological 

studies indicate that changes in precipitation patterns, the increasing frequency of 

extreme weather events, and rising temperatures are already altering the hydrological 

regime of the Danube basin, affecting the availability and distribution of vital water 

resources (Probst & Mauser, 2022, p.8). These climatic changes pose significant 

risks to agricultural productivity, water security, and the resilience of both natural 

and human systems. 

Sustainable resource management remains another critical challenge. In their 

analysis of water resource governance in the Danube basin, Artuso et al. (2025) argue 

that equitable access to freshwater is unevenly distributed, with infrastructural and 

institutional disparities affecting the ability of local communities to secure safe and 

adequate water supplies. In addition, unsustainable extraction and consumption 

patterns associated with agriculture, industry, and urban expansion further strain the 

resource base, intensifying competition among sectors and regions. 

Socio-economic disparities also shape the sustainability landscape of the region. 

Research indicates that, although the Danube region as a whole possesses 

considerable economic potential, there are substantial differences in development 

levels both between countries and within sub-national areas (Koller, 2010, pp.1-15). 
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These disparities influence local capacities to invest in sustainable infrastructure, 

respond to environmental threats, and participate effectively in regional development 

initiatives. In this context, rural and economically marginalized populations are often 

more vulnerable to environmental risks and have more limited access to essential 

services. 

The Danube Delta, one of the most biodiverse and ecologically sensitive areas within 

the basin, exemplifies the intersection between environmental degradation and 

socio-ecological vulnerability. Recent bibliometric analyses highlight that the 

Delta’s ecosystems are increasingly threatened by climate uncertainty, biodiversity 

loss, and human pressures such as land transformation and water regulation, 

reinforcing the need for integrated sustainability strategies (Rus, Munteanu, 

Vaidianu, & Aivaz, 2025). These authors emphasize that coordinated international 

research and policy action are essential for designing conservation strategies capable 

of addressing both ecological and socio-economic dimensions. 

Overall, the sustainability challenges affecting the Danube region include 

environmental degradation, imbalances in resource governance, and socio-economic 

inequality. These interconnected issues require systemic and transboundary 

responses. Scholars therefore underline the importance of developing holistic 

sustainability frameworks that integrate ecological preservation, equitable resource 

management, and inclusive socio-economic development in order to strengthen the 

long-term resilience and sustainability of the Danube region. 

 

1.4. Research Objectives and Conceptual Framework 

The primary objective of this study is to investigate the role of entrepreneurial 

activity in fostering sustainable development in the Danube region. More 

specifically, the study seeks to identify how entrepreneurial initiatives contribute to 

regional competitiveness, innovation, and environmental stewardship, while also 

addressing socio-economic disparities among communities (Autio, 2025, pp. 2845-

2872.; Leal, Leal, & Silva, 2025, pp.1-48). 

To achieve this general aim, the study pursues the following objectives: 

• To assess the contribution of innovative entrepreneurial ecosystems to 

regional economic growth and resilience.  

• To explore the mechanisms through which entrepreneurs integrate 

sustainability practices into business models and operational activities.  
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• To evaluate the potential of entrepreneurship to mitigate environmental 

pressures and promote inclusive socio-economic development in 

transnational contexts.  

The conceptual framework guiding this study integrates three key dimensions: 

entrepreneurial dynamics, sustainability outcomes, and regional development. 

Entrepreneurial dynamics include the behaviours, strategies, and networks of firms 

and entrepreneurs operating within the regional ecosystem. Sustainability outcomes 

refer to the environmental, social, and economic effects generated by entrepreneurial 

initiatives, including innovation adoption, resource efficiency, and community 

engagement. Regional development captures the broader socio-economic 

transformation of the Danube region, considering both intra-regional and inter-

regional disparities (Autio, 2025; Rus et al., 2025, p.7). 

This framework is informed by the entrepreneurial ecosystem perspective, which 

suggests that the capacity of regions to achieve sustainable development depends on 

the interaction between entrepreneurs, institutions, knowledge networks, and 

supportive public policies (Spinazzola et al., 2025, pp.1-18). Figure 1 illustrates the 

conceptual framework of the study, showing how entrepreneurial dynamics can 

contribute to sustainable development outcomes in the Danube region. The model 

highlights the relationship between entrepreneurial actions, key catalytic 

mechanisms, and broader regional development objectives. 

 

Figure 1. Conceptual Model Linking Entrepreneurship to Sustainable Development 

Outcomes in the Danube Region 

Figure 1 suggests that entrepreneurship acts as a driving force for innovation, 

resource optimization, and inclusive growth. These processes generate sustainability 
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outcomes such as economic resilience, environmental protection, and social 

inclusion, which together support long-term regional development in the Danube 

area. 

By establishing these linkages, the study offers a structured approach to 

understanding how entrepreneurial activity can simultaneously support economic 

performance and environmental stewardship. It also provides useful insights for 

policymakers, regional planners, and researchers interested in macro-regional 

development strategies. 

 

2. Research Methodology 

This study employs a qualitative and conceptual research methodology based on a 

structured critical review of academic literature, policy frameworks, and strategic 

documents addressing entrepreneurship and sustainable development in the Danube 

region. The methodological approach was designed to synthesize relevant theoretical 

perspectives and identify the main conceptual linkages between entrepreneurial 

activity, sustainability outcomes, and regional development. 

The review process was guided by three main objectives: first, to identify how the 

literature conceptualizes the relationship between entrepreneurship and 

sustainability; second, to examine how entrepreneurial dynamics are linked to 

regional competitiveness and resilience; and third, to explore the extent to which 

these debates can be applied to the Danube region as a distinct macro-regional 

context. 

The literature selection process was carried out using major academic databases, 

including Scopus, Web of Science, and Google Scholar. The search strategy relied 

on combinations of keywords such as “entrepreneurship and sustainability”, 

“sustainable entrepreneurship”, “entrepreneurial ecosystems”, “regional 

development and innovation”, and “Danube region.” The review focused primarily 

on publications issued between 2020 and 2025 in order to capture recent theoretical 

developments, while also including a limited number of earlier foundational studies 

that were considered essential for the conceptual grounding of the paper. 

The inclusion criteria covered: (1) peer-reviewed journal articles, review papers, and 

relevant policy or strategic documents; (2) publications addressing at least one of the 

core dimensions of the study, namely entrepreneurship, sustainability, regional 

development, innovation, or the Danube region; and (3) studies offering theoretical, 
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conceptual, or review-based insights relevant to the objectives of the paper. By 

contrast, the exclusion criteria concerned: (1) purely technical or sector-specific 

studies with no conceptual relevance to entrepreneurship and sustainable 

development; (2) studies focused exclusively on firm-level performance without 

broader regional or sustainability implications; and (3) sources lacking sufficient 

academic relevance or analytical consistency. 

After the initial identification of relevant sources, the selected literature was 

subjected to a qualitative content analysis. This stage focused on the extraction and 

comparison of key concepts, recurring themes, and theoretical relationships. The 

analysis followed three main interpretative categories: entrepreneurial dynamics, 

sustainability outcomes, and regional development implications. These categories 

were used to organize the literature and to identify the main patterns through which 

entrepreneurial perspectives can influence sustainable development in the Danube 

region. 

The logic of the analysis was therefore not statistical, but interpretative and 

integrative. Rather than measuring causal relationships empirically, the study aimed 

to build a coherent conceptual framework by connecting findings from different 

strands of literature. In this sense, the methodology supports a theory-driven 

synthesis of multidisciplinary contributions, bringing together insights from 

sustainable entrepreneurship, entrepreneurial ecosystem theory, and macro-regional 

development studies. 

This methodological approach is appropriate for the purpose of the paper because 

the existing literature on the Danube region remains fragmented, and a conceptual 

integration is needed before more extensive empirical testing can be developed. 

Although the study does not rely on primary empirical data, it provides a systematic 

and analytically grounded interpretation of the relevant literature, offering a stronger 

basis for both theoretical reflection and future research. 

 

3. Results and Discussion 

This section discusses the main findings derived from the qualitative and conceptual 

analysis of the literature, with particular attention to the ways in which 

entrepreneurial perspectives may shape sustainable development in the Danube 

region. Rather than merely summarizing previous studies, the discussion seeks to 

interpret the relevance of existing theoretical approaches in relation to the specific 
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economic, environmental, and institutional characteristics of the Danube macro-

region. 

The analysis suggests that entrepreneurship should be understood in the Danube 

context not only as a source of business creation and regional competitiveness, but 

also as a strategic mechanism for addressing sustainability-related challenges. 

Because the region is characterized by transnational interdependence, uneven 

development levels, and shared environmental resources, entrepreneurial activity 

acquires a broader function than in more homogeneous regional settings. In this 

respect, the literature indicates that the value of entrepreneurship in the Danube 

region lies not only in economic dynamism, but also in its capacity to connect 

innovation, environmental responsibility, and territorial cohesion. 

 

3.1. Entrepreneurial Perspectives in the Context of Sustainable Development 

Recent academic contributions emphasize that entrepreneurial perspectives are 

increasingly shaped by sustainability imperatives, particularly in regions 

characterized by structural diversity and cross-border interdependence, such as the 

Danube area. Belz and Binder (2017) show that sustainability-oriented 

entrepreneurship integrates environmental and social objectives directly into value 

creation processes, thereby redefining traditional business logic. In the case of the 

Danube region, this theoretical perspective is especially relevant because regional 

development cannot rely exclusively on economic growth; it must also respond to 

environmental vulnerability and socio-economic fragmentation. 

From this perspective, entrepreneurship in the Danube region should be interpreted 

as a multidimensional process. On the one hand, it contributes to innovation, 

competitiveness, and employment. On the other hand, it can support broader 

sustainability goals by encouraging responsible resource use, community 

engagement, and cross-border cooperation. This dual role is particularly important 

in a macro-region where development is shaped not only by market opportunities 

but also by ecological interdependence and institutional coordination. 

Schaltegger, Hansen, and Lüdeke-Freund (2016) argue that entrepreneurs can 

transform sustainability challenges into innovation opportunities through business 

models that reconcile economic performance with ecological responsibility. Applied 

to the Danube region, this means that entrepreneurial initiatives should not be 

evaluated only in terms of profitability, but also in relation to their capacity to 

respond to region-specific challenges such as water management, green transition, 
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rural restructuring, and social inclusion. In this regard, the discussion points to the 

relevance of entrepreneurial models that combine innovation with long-term 

ecological and territorial responsibility. 

Malecki (2018) further argues that entrepreneurial attitudes are shaped by 

institutional environments, knowledge flows, and regional culture. This insight has 

direct implications for the Danube region, where differences in governance capacity, 

innovation systems, and entrepreneurial support structures remain significant across 

countries and sub-national territories. As a result, the effectiveness of 

entrepreneurship as a driver of sustainable development depends not only on 

individual initiative, but also on the quality of regional ecosystems, public support 

mechanisms, and transnational cooperation networks. 

 

3.2. Entrepreneurship and Environmental Responsibility 

The literature also suggests that entrepreneurship can play a significant role in 

promoting environmental responsibility, particularly in regions where ecological 

pressures are strongly linked to development challenges. Cohen and Winn (2007) 

argue that environmental degradation can generate entrepreneurial opportunities by 

creating incentives for sustainable innovation. In the Danube region, this argument 

is highly relevant because environmental pressures are not peripheral issues; they are 

central to the region’s long-term development prospects. 

The Danube basin is marked by interdependent ecosystems, shared water resources, 

agricultural intensity, and varying levels of environmental risk. In this context, 

entrepreneurship becomes particularly valuable when it contributes to the 

development of green technologies, circular economy solutions, sustainable tourism 

models, and more efficient resource-use practices. Hall, Daneke, and Lenox (2010) 

emphasize that sustainable entrepreneurs reduce environmental externalities by 

integrating cleaner production and resource-efficient solutions into business 

operations. For the Danube region, such approaches are especially important because 

environmental degradation in one part of the basin may have broader transboundary 

effects. 

Geissdoerfer et al. (2017) highlight the economic and environmental potential of 

circular economy models. Their relevance to the Danube region lies in the fact that 

circular entrepreneurship can respond simultaneously to ecological constraints and 

economic needs. This is particularly important in sectors such as agriculture, food 

processing, water management, renewable energy, transport, and waste recovery. 
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Therefore, the discussion suggests that the most relevant form of entrepreneurship 

for the Danube area is not entrepreneurship in general, but sustainability-oriented 

and place-sensitive entrepreneurship capable of adapting to local resources, 

environmental risks, and regional interdependencies. 

In practical terms, this means that the Danube region would benefit most from forms 

of entrepreneurship that are green, innovation-driven, collaborative, and territorially 

embedded. Such entrepreneurial activity is more likely to generate long-term value 

than short-term market expansion disconnected from local sustainability priorities. 

 

3.3. Implications for Regional Development in the Danube Area 

The conceptual findings of this study have several implications for regional 

development in the Danube area. First, they suggest that entrepreneurship should be 

integrated into development strategies not merely as an instrument for economic 

growth, but as a mechanism for balanced and resilient regional transformation. 

Fritsch (2017) argues that regions with stronger entrepreneurial cultures tend to be 

more adaptable to structural change. In the Danube context, this adaptability is 

especially relevant because many territories are confronted with simultaneous 

pressures related to economic restructuring, demographic change, climate risk, and 

uneven access to innovation. 

Second, the analysis indicates that place-based development strategies are 

particularly suitable for the Danube macro-region. Rodríguez-Pose and Crescenzi 

(2008) argue that effective regional development must take local specificities into 

account. For the Danube region, this means that entrepreneurial support policies 

should not be standardized across all territories. Instead, they should reflect the 

differences between urban and rural areas, between highly innovative and 

structurally lagging regions, and between national contexts with different 

institutional capacities. A uniform entrepreneurial policy would therefore be less 

effective than a differentiated strategy adapted to local and cross-border realities. 

Third, the discussion highlights the importance of cross-border and ecosystem-based 

entrepreneurship. Because the Danube region functions as a macro-regional system, 

the most promising entrepreneurial initiatives are likely to be those that operate 

through networks, partnerships, and knowledge exchange across borders. This 

includes cooperation between SMEs, universities, local authorities, innovation hubs, 

and civil society actors. Entrepreneurship in this form can strengthen territorial 

cohesion and help reduce regional asymmetries. 
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Overall, the findings suggest that the Danube region requires a specific model of 

entrepreneurship: one that is sustainability-oriented, innovation-based, territorially 

embedded, and supported by multi-level governance. The added value of such 

entrepreneurship lies in its ability to connect economic initiative with ecological 

responsibility and social inclusion. For this reason, entrepreneurship should be 

regarded not simply as a market-driven activity, but as a strategic component of 

macro-regional development policy in the Danube area. 

 

4. Conclusions 

This paper highlights the significant role of entrepreneurial perspectives in 

promoting sustainable development within the Danube region, a macro-region 

characterized by economic diversity, environmental sensitivity, and complex socio-

institutional structures. The conceptual analysis demonstrates that sustainability-

oriented entrepreneurship represents a strategic mechanism capable of supporting 

long-term regional development objectives. 

The findings suggest that entrepreneurial initiatives integrating environmental 

responsibility, innovation, and social value creation contribute to greater regional 

economic resilience. By adopting sustainable business models, entrepreneurs can 

strengthen local economies, reduce structural vulnerabilities, and improve 

adaptability to global economic and environmental challenges. 

Furthermore, sustainability-oriented entrepreneurship contributes to environmental 

protection through the promotion of eco-innovation, efficient resource management, 

and circular economy practices. In the context of the Danube region, where natural 

ecosystems are under increasing pressure, such entrepreneurial approaches play a 

critical role in balancing economic growth with ecological preservation. 

In addition, entrepreneurial activity can support social cohesion by generating 

employment opportunities, fostering community development, and encouraging 

cross-border cooperation. Consequently, embedding sustainable entrepreneurial 

perspectives within regional development strategies may facilitate a more inclusive, 

balanced, and responsible development trajectory for the Danube region. 

Overall, the conclusions of this study confirm the relevance of entrepreneurship not 

only as a driver of economic development but also as a strategic instrument for 

environmental responsibility and social inclusion. Entrepreneurship should therefore 
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be regarded as an essential component of an integrated vision for the future socio-

economic transformation of the Danube region. 

 

5. Recommendation 

Based on the conceptual findings and the implications identified for regional 

development, several recommendations can be formulated for policymakers, 

entrepreneurs, and regional stakeholders in the Danube area. 

First, sustainability-oriented entrepreneurship should be explicitly integrated into 

regional and macro-regional development strategies. Public policies should support 

entrepreneurial initiatives that promote eco-innovation, responsible resource use, 

and long-term value creation, especially in environmentally sensitive sectors specific 

to the Danube region. 

Second, public authorities and entrepreneurial support institutions should strengthen 

enabling frameworks by improving access to green finance, mentorship 

programmes, and transnational cooperation platforms. Such instruments can 

facilitate knowledge exchange, foster innovation, and support the development of 

sustainable entrepreneurial ecosystems across the region. 

Third, greater emphasis should be placed on entrepreneurship education with a 

strong sustainability focus, both in higher education and in continuous professional 

training. Developing entrepreneurial competences aligned with environmental and 

social responsibility can support the emergence of a new generation of entrepreneurs 

capable of responding effectively to regional sustainability challenges. 

In addition, stronger collaboration between public institutions, the business sector, 

and local communities is recommended. Multi-stakeholder partnerships can 

facilitate the implementation of context-specific solutions, contribute to territorial 

cohesion, and reduce socio-economic disparities within the Danube macro-region. 

Finally, future research should further investigate the relationship between 

entrepreneurship and sustainable development in the Danube region through 

interdisciplinary and comparative approaches. Such studies may provide deeper 

insight into best practices and support the formulation of more effective and 

regionally adapted development policies. 
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By implementing these recommendations, the Danube region can make better use of 

its entrepreneurial potential in order to achieve sustainable, resilient, and inclusive 

development aligned with European and international objectives. 
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